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February 6, 2022  

Dear Seneca High School Students, Parents/Guardians, and Staff,  

 

 Over the last twenty-three months the Seneca High School students, staff, and community 

have worked harmoniously to offer an in-person instruction experience with great success.  I 

apologize for the length of this letter, but it is a thorough representation of the weekend events and 

the course our district has navigated throughout the past two years.  Indeed, as a district, we are 

tremendously proud of what was accomplished with the support of everyone involved.  As some are 

aware, late on Friday, February 4, 2022, a Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) was issued against 

many school districts in the state of Illinois.  The court held that the Governor and state agencies such 

as the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) and the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 

do not have the authority to mandate masks at school, exclude students for COVID-related reasons, 

or require COVID-19 vaccinations or testing of school personnel.  From the outset of the pandemic 

Seneca High School has worked to respect the law and make the best decisions for the students and 

staff at SHS.  When we were given the option to resume local control in July, we carefully created a 

strong plan that advocated for parental choice regarding masking with local administrative control, 

should mitigation strategies need altering.  This court decision allows the district the resumption of 

local control and our original mitigation plan of a mask recommended but optional strategy.  Please 

understand that the Illinois Attorney General has appealed the decision to the 4th District Appellate 

Court in Springfield.  Either the trial or appellate court may enter a ‘stay’ (pause) of the decision 

pending a ruling from the appellate court.  Should the TRO be reversed by another court of law, 

Seneca High School will follow the decision.    

It has been a goal of the Board of Education throughout this school year to return to normalcy 

amidst this troubling pandemic.  However, this court decision makes it clear that current SHS 

mitigation strategies such as social distancing, enhanced sanitation, improved air quality, etc. are still 

allowable because they do not restrict individual due process rights.  As a result of this February 

court decision, effective immediately, Seneca High School, in accordance with CDC 

recommendations, strongly recommends, but will not require, the wearing of face masks.  

 Seneca High School will be “mask recommended.”  Masks are highly recommended for 

staff and students, but masks are optional. 

 Masks are still required to be worn on any school bus transportation due to the Federal 

CDC order. 

 Seneca High School will not be contract tracing nor excluding close contacts.  Students and 

staff who test positive will continue to be excluded from school.  Any student who is 

currently excluded due to being a close contact may choose to continue in quarantine or 

return to school effective Monday. 

 Staff members who are unvaccinated will not be required to test weekly. 

 Testing for symptomatic students and staff will be available. 
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As was our school district’s practice prior to the pandemic and the Governor’s Executive 

Orders, we will exclude students from school for illness only at the discretion of our District Nurse or 

other Administrator.  If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are healthy.  

Students must be fever-free for a period of 24-hours, with no vomiting or diarrhea, before they can 

return to school.  In December, Seneca High School implemented its own voluntary parental consent 

COVID-19 testing system and we will still offer those to students if needed.  Additionally, SHS 

continues to offer free masks to any student or visitor who would like one.   

As a reminder, the State no longer recognizes full remote learning as a student attendance 

option.  Seneca High School administration recognizes the intimate value of face-to-face learning 

and believes strongly in our practices within The Seneca Way.  We thank you for your patience and 

grace in support of Seneca High School.  Truly, leading in a pandemic brings a series of difficult 

waters to navigate, with questions that require the support of legal counsel, insurance providers, and 

Board of Education support. 

As you can appreciate, this pandemic and the resulting State and Federal mandates have 

caused emotions, anxiety and unfortunately sometimes anger.  The school district appreciates the 

varying opinions and emotions elicited by this issue.  As we have done from the beginning, our 

school district remains committed to following relevant State and Federal mandates as we have never 

exceeded any of the COVID mitigation requirements.  Now that the court has ruled on this issue, the 

school district will once again immediately follow the resulting new requirements.  The situation will 

remain in flux for some time, which means there could be new declarations and mandates; at least 

until the appellate court issues its ruling, at which time, the school district will reassess our current 

requirements.  Additionally, as was part of our Board of Education Resolution in July, should health 

concerns rise, the administration of Seneca High School will take appropriate safety measures if 

necessary. 

Rest assured, our main priority has always been to ensure the health and safety of our 

students, staff, parents, family members, and residents of our local communities.  The recent court 

decision does not change that.  We will continue to implement multiple other COVID-19 prevention 

strategies, including social distancing, enhanced sanitation, air quality controls, etc.  

Despite the challenges of the last two years, we have not wavered in our commitment to your 

children.  We appreciate your continued support as we navigate the pandemic and the ever-changing 

legal situation. Thank you for your patience and understanding.  

 

Yours in Education with Irish Pride,  

 

Dan Stecken 

Superintendent  

Seneca High School District 160 

 

 


