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	Seneca Township High School

307 E. Scott Street

Seneca, Illinois 61360

Phone (815) 357-5000 - Fax (815) 357-5050





December 14, 2020
Parents,

During the month of August, the administration of Seneca High School developed and published back to school plans as it pertained to the reopening and start of the 2020-2021 school year.  That information remains posted on the school website at www.senecahs.org under the Fall 2020 reopening Plan tab.

The administration at SHS is very proud of our students, staff and parents for their efforts in helping us provide a full first semester of in person learning.  The COVID-19 pandemic has forced SHS to operate under unusual school circumstances.  First semester has proven that student learning and overall academic achievement is increased during in person instruction when compared to remote learning.  The ability to complete an entire semester with in person learning should be celebrated as a success and it is our hope we can continue this trend during the second semester. 

Because the close to our fall semester is quickly approaching, it is paramount that all families plan and determine if your child will be returning to SHS on Monday, January 4th to begin the second semester.  The state of Illinois continues to require that schools provide a remote learning option, therefore SHS will continue to utilize a remote learning plan for the spring semester similar to the plan used in the fall.  Adjustments to the overall return to school plan have been made and the spring plan is posted on our website.   

If you select to have your child remote learn for the second semester, the administration is requiring that parents submit a spring remote learning request form to the main office.  This form is very similar to the form used during the fall semester and is located within the updated plan found on the school website.  All second semester remote request forms can be returned to the main office at Seneca High School or emailed to Principal, Marty Voiles, at mvoiles@senecahs.org by Wednesday, December 30, 2020.

Another adjustment the administration has made for second semester are expectations for those that opt to remote learn.  If a parent, for any reason, selects to begin the second semester with remote learning, or has your student move to the remote learning option, you will exhaust any opportunity for returning to SHS for in person learning during the second semester.  This is one of the changes that was made after looking at all fall semester data.    

Lastly, it was determined by the administration that important adjustments need to occur to ensure improved school attendance as it relates to remote or zoom learning.  The following four scenarios will be used to determine the classification of an excused school absence under COVID circumstances, which will allow for students to zoom learn:

1.
Students who are required to stay home due to a medical diagnosis with COVID-19.


2.
Students who develop COVID-19 type symptoms and are sent home from SHS by 

our school nurse.


3.
Students who are quarantined due to exposure and close contact with someone


either at school or home who has contracted COVID-19. 

4.
Students who are awaiting results of COVID-19 testing for themselves or someone living in the same household. 

Any student who is cleared with an excused COVID absence will be allowed to receive instruction via zoom.  It will be the responsibility of the student to check for a teacher invitation via email allowing students to enter zoom classroom instruction.  This procedure is exactly what was incorporated during the fall 2020 semester.    

Students who are absent from school for any other reason, including self-reported symptoms but without a COVID test, WILL NOT be permitted to zoom learn.  This is another major adjustment made in our attendance procedures and resulted from information gathered from the first semester.  Students will receive an excused or unexcused distinction in accordance with the school attendance policy, but zoom learning will not be available for general school absences.  

The administration thanks you again for your understanding and support during this difficult time.  If you have any questions regarding the information in this letter, please contact the main office at 815-357-5000, between the hours of 7:00 am – 2:30 pm, Monday-Friday. 

Respectfully,

Marty Voiles

Principal 

Each Student Shall Learn ~ Together Everyone Achieves More ~ Building Foundations For Success

